CONDITIONAL SENTENCE

A conditional sentence is a complex sentence expressing a result which is expected from a condition. The condition is stated in a clause which generally begins with the word if , and the result is expressed in the main clause. The result expected can be real or unreal.


There are three important types of conditional sentences: 


1. Type I
: Future Conditional sentences /





  Probable Condition /





  Real Condition.


2. Type II
: Present Conditional Sentences /





   Improbable Condition /





   Unreal Conditional.


3. Type III
: Past Conditional Sentences /





  Impossible Conditional /





  Unreal Conditional.


Type I : A future Conditional Sentence / Probable Condition /Real Condition expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause probably happens or is likely to happen in the present or in the future.


The verb in the if-clause is in the Present Tense ( S + V 1 /+ s( es ) + …; and the verb in the main clause is in the Future Tense( S + Will + Verb I ).

Type II : A Present Conditional sentence / Improbable Condition /Unreal Conditional expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause is unreal or contrary to the fact of the present.


The verb in the if-clause is in the Simple Past Tense;( S + VII +…. ) and the verb in the main clause is in the Past Future Tense  ( S + would + Verb I  + ……) / in the conditional Tense.


 Type III : A Past Conditional sentence / Impossible Conditional /Unreal Conditional also states a contrary to the fact condition. It expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause did not occur in the past.


The verb in the if-clause is in the  Past Perfect Tense ( S + had + Verb III + ….); and the verb in the main clause is in the Past Future Perfect Tense / ( S + would + have + Verb III + ….) in the  Perfect conditional.
1. SUMMARY  OF BASIC VERB FORM USAGE IN CONDITIONAL SENTENCE.
	MEANING OF THE “IF CLAUSE”.
	VERB FORM IN THE “IF CLAUSE’.
	VERB FORM IN THE “RESULT CLAUSE
	

	True in the Present / future.
	Simple Present
	Simple Present

Simple Future
	(a). If I have enough time, I write to my parents every week.

(b). If I have enough time tomorrow, I will write to my parents.

	Untrue in the Present /Future 
	Simple Past
	Would + Simple form
	(c). If I had enough time now, I would write to my parents. ( in truth, I do not have enough time, so I will not write to them ).

	Untrue in the Past
	Past Perfect

( Had + Verb III )
	Would  have + VIII/Past Participle
	(d). If I had had enough time, I would have written to my parents yesterday. ( in truth, I did not have enough time, so I did not write to them ).


2. TRUE IN THE PRESENT OR FUTURE.
	(e).  If I don’t eat breakfast, I 

       always get hungry during 

       class.

(f). Water freezes ( will 

       freeze ) if the temperature 

       goes below 320F/ 00C. 

(g). If I don’t eat tomorrow, I 

       will get hungry during 

       class. 
	In (e ): The simple present is used in the result clause to express a habitual activity or situation.

In ( f ): Either the simple present or the simple future is used in the result clause to express an established, predictable fact.

	(h). If the weather is nice tomorrow, we will go on a picnic.
	In (g) and (h): The simple future is used in the result clause when the sentence concerns a particular activity or situation in the future.

Note: The simple present, not the simple future, is used in the if-clause.


3. UNTRUE ( CONTRARY TO THE FACT ) IN THE PRESENT / FUTURE.

	(i). If I taught this class, I 

      wouldn’t give tests.

(j). If he were here right now, 

      he would help us.

(k). If I were you, I would 

       accept their invitation.
	In (i): In truth, I don’t teach this class.

In (j): In truth, he is not here right now.

In (k): In truth, I am not you.

Note: Were is used for both singular and plural subjects.


4. UNTRUE ( CONTRARY TO THE FACT ) IN THE PAST.

	(l). If you had told me about 

      the problem, I would 

      have helped you.

(m). If they had studied, they 

       would have passed the 

       exam.

(n). If I hadn’t slipped on the 

       ice, I wouldn’t have 

       broken my arm. 


	In (l) : In truth, you did not tell me about it.

In (m) : In truth, they did not study. They failed the exam.

In (n) : In truth, I slipped on the ice. I broke my arm.

Note : The auxiliary verbs are almost always contracted in speech. “ If you’d told me, I would’ve helped you (OR: I would ’ve helped you).”  




5. USING PROGRESSIVE VERB FORMS

	Notice the use of progressive verb forms in the following examples. Even in conditional sentences, progressive verb forms are used in progressive situations. 


	(a) TRUE :                  It is raining right now, so I will not go 

                                    for a walk

(b) CONDITIONAL : If it were not raining right now, I 

                                     would go for a walk


	(c) TRUE :                  I am not living in Chile. I am not 

                                     working at a bank 

(d) CONDITIONAL : If I were living in Chile, I would be 

                                     working at a bank


	(e) TRUE :                  It was raining yesterday afternoon, so 

                                     I did not go for a walk

(f) CONDITIONAL : If it had not been raining, I would 

                                    have gone for a walk


	(g) TRUE :                 I was not living in Chile last year. I 

                                   was not working at a bank

(h) CONDITIONAL : If I had been living in Chile last year, 

                                    I would have been working at a bank


6. USING “ MIXED TIME” IN CONDITIONAL 
     SENTENCES
	Frequently the time in the “if clause” and the time in the “result clause” are different : One clause may be in the present and the other in the past. Notice that past and present times are mixed in the sentences in the following examples.

	(a) TRUE :                  I did not eat breakfast several hours 

                                    ago, so I am hungry now.

(b) CONDITIONAL : If I had eaten breakfast several hours 

                                    ago, I would not be hungry now.  
     

	(c) TRUE :                  He is not a good student. He did not 

                                    study for the test yesterday.

(d) CONDITIONAL : If he were a good student, he would 

                                    have a studied for the test.



7. USING COULD, MIGHT, AND SHOULD
	(a). If I were a bird, I could 

       fly home.

(b). If I could sing as well as 

       you, I would join the opera.

( c ). If I’d had enough money, 

        I could have gone to 

        Florida for vacation.

	In (a): could fly = would be able to fly.

In ( b): could sing = were able to sing.

In ( c): could have gone = would have been able to go

	(d). If I don’t get a scholarship, 

       I might get a job instead of 

       going to graduate school 

       next fall.

(e). If you were a better student, you might get better  grades.
(f). If you had told me about 

      your problem, I might have 

      been able to help you. 

	In (d): I might get= maybe I will get.

In (e): You might get = maybe you would get.
In (f): I might have been = maybe I would have been

	(g). If John should call, tell 

      him I’ll be back around five.

(h). If there should be another 

      world war, the continued 

      existence of the human     race  would be in jeopardy. (in danger)
	In (g): If John should call indicates a little more uncertainty or doubt than If John calls, but the meaning of the two is basically the same.

In (h): If there should be indicates more uncertainty or doubt than If there were.


8. OMITTING ‘IF’.
	(a). were I you, I wouldn’t do 

       that.

(b). Had I known, I would 

       have told you.

©. Should anyone call, please 

      take a message.
	With were, had (past perfect) , and should, sometimes if is omitted and the subject and the verb are inverted.

In (a):were I you=If I were you.


CONDITIONAL SENTENCE

A conditional sentence is a complex sentence expressing a result which is expected from a condition. The condition is stated in a clause which generally begins with the word if , and the result is expressed in the main clause. The result expected can be real or unreal.


There are three important types of conditional sentences: 


1. Type I
: Future Conditional sentences /Probable Condition /Real Condition.


2. Type II
: Present Conditional Sentences /Improbable Condition /Unreal Conditional.


3. Type III
: Past Conditional Sentences /Impossible Conditional /Unreal Conditional.


A future Conditional Sentence / Probable Condition /Real Condition expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause probably happens or is likely to happen in the present or in the future.


The verb in the if-clause is in the Present Tense; and the verb in the main clause is in the Future Tense.


A Present Conditional sentence / Improbable Condition /Unreal Conditional expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause is unreal or contrary to the fact of the present.


The verb in the if-clause is in the Simple Past Tense; and the verb in the main clause is in the Past Future Tense / in the conditional Tense.


A Past Conditional sentence / Impossible Conditional /Unreal Conditional also states a contrary to the fact condition. It expresses that something mentioned in the if-clause did not occur in the past.


The verb in the if-clause is in the  Past Perfect Tense; and the verb in the main clause is in the Past Future Perfect Tense / in the  Perfect conditional.

1. SUMMARY  OF BASIC VERB FORM USAGE IN CONDITIONAL SENTENCE.

	MEANING OF THE “IF CLAUSE”.
	VERB FORM IN THE “IF CLAUSE’.
	VERB FORM IN THE “RESULT CLAUSE
	

	True in the Present / future.
	Simple Present
	Simple Present

Simple Future
	(a). If I have enough time, I write to my parents every week.

(b). If I have enough time tomorrow, I will write to my parents.

	Untrue in the Present /Future 
	Simple Past
	Would + Simple form
	(c). If I had enough time now, I would write to my parents. ( in truth, I do not have enough time, so I will not write to them ).

	Untrue in the Past
	Past Perfect

( Had + Verb III )
	Would  have + VIII/Past Participle
	(d). If I had had enough time, I would have written to my parents yesterday. ( in truth, I did not have enough time, so I did not write to them ).


2. TRUE IN THE PRESENT OR FUTURE.

	(e).  If I don’t eat breakfast, I always get hungry during  class.

(f). Water freezes ( will freeze ) if the temperature goes below 320F/ 00C. 
(g). If I don’t eat tomorrow, I will get hungry during  class. 

	In (e ): The simple present is used in the result clause to express a habitual activity or situation.

In ( f ): Either the simple present or the simple future is used in the result clause to express an established, predictable fact.

	(h). If the weather is nice tomorrow, we will go on a picnic.
	In (g) and (h): The simple future is used in the result clause when the sentence concerns a particular activity or situation in the future.

Note: The simple present, not the simple future, is used in the if-clause.


3. UNTRUE ( CONTRARY TO THE FACT ) IN THE PRESENT / FUTURE.
	(i). If I taught this class, I wouldn’t give tests.

(j). If he were here right now,  he would help us.

(k). If I were you, I would accept their invitation.
	In (i): In truth, I don’t teach this class.

In (j): In truth, he is not here right now.

In (k): In truth, I am not you.

Note: Were is used for both singular and plural subjects.


4. UNTRUE ( CONTRARY TO THE FACT ) IN THE PAST.

	(l). If you had told me about the problem, I would have helped you.

(m). If they had studied, they would have passed the exam.

(n). If I hadn’t slipped on the ice, I wouldn’t have  broken my arm. 


	In (l) : In truth, you did not tell me about it.

In (m) : In truth, they did not study. They failed the exam.

In (n) : In truth, I slipped on the ice. I broke my arm.

Note : The auxiliary verbs are almost always contracted in speech. “ If you’d told me, I would’ve helped you (OR: I would ’ve helped you).”  


5. USING PROGRESSIVE VERB FORMS

	Notice the use of progressive verb forms in the following examples. Even in conditional sentences, progressive verb forms are used in progressive situations. 

	(a) TRUE                  :   It is raining right now, so I will not go for a walk

(b) CONDITIONAL  :   If it were not raining right now, I would go for a walk

	(c) TRUE                  :    I am not living in Chile. I am not working at a bank 

(d) CONDITIONAL :    If I were living in Chile, I would be working at a bank

	(e) TRUE                 :   It was raining yesterday afternoon, so I did not go for a walk

(f) CONDITIONAL :    If it had not been raining, I would  have gone for a walk

	(g) TRUE                :   I was not living in Chile last year. I was not working at a bank

(h) CONDITIONAL : If I had been living in Chile last year, I would have been working at a bank


6. USING “ MIXED TIME” IN CONDITIONAL   SENTENCES

	Frequently the time in the “if clause” and the time in the “result clause” are different : One clause may be in the present and the other in the past. Notice that past and present times are mixed in the sentences in the following examples.

	(a) TRUE :                  I did not eat breakfast several hours  ago, so I am hungry now.

(b) CONDITIONAL : If I had eaten breakfast several hours ago, I would not be hungry now.       

	(c) TRUE :                  He is not a good student. He did not  study for the test yesterday.
(d) CONDITIONAL : If he were a good student, he would have a studied for the test.


7. USING COULD, MIGHT, AND SHOULD

	(a). If I were a bird, I could  fly home.
(b). If I could sing as well as you, I would join the opera.

( c ). If I’d had enough money, I could have gone to Florida for vacation.
	In (a): could fly = would be able to fly.

In ( b): could sing = were able to sing.

In ( c): could have gone = would have been able to go

	(d). If I don’t get a scholarship,   I might get a job instead of going to graduate school next fall.

(e). If you were a better student, you might get better  grades.

(f). If you had told me about your problem, I might have been able to help you. 
	In (d): I might get= maybe I will get.

In (e): You might get = maybe you would get.

In (f): I might have been = maybe I would have been

	(g). If John should call, tell him I’ll be back around 
      five.

(h). If there should be another world war, the continued existence of the human race would be in jeopardy.
	In (g): If John should call indicates a little more uncertainty or doubt than If John calls, but the meaning of the two is basically the same.

In (h): If there should be indicates more uncertainty or doubt than If there were.


8. OMITTING ‘IF’.

	(a). were I you, I wouldn’t do that.

(b). Had I known, I would   have told you.

©. Should anyone call, please  take a message.
	With were, had (past perfect) , and should, sometimes if is omitted and the subject and the verb are inverted.

In (a):were I you=If I were you.


